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Health Care Financing Administration, HHS § 447.15

PREPAID CAPITATION PLANS

447.361 Upper limits of payment: Risk con-
tract.

447.362 Upper limits of payment: Nonrisk
contract.

RURAL HEALTH CLINIC SERVICES

447.371 Services furnished by rural health
clinics.

AUTHORITY: Sec. 1102 of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1302).

SOURCE: 43 FR 45253, Sept. 29, 1978, unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—Payments: General
Provisions

§ 447.1 Purpose.
This subpart prescribes State plan re-

quirements, FFP limitations and pro-
cedures concerning payments made by
State Medicaid agencies for Medicaid
services.

§ 447.10 Prohibition against reassign-
ment of provider claims.

(a) Basis and purpose. This section
implements section 1902(a)(32) of the
Act which prohibits State payments
for Medicaid services to anyone other
than a provider or recipient, except in
specified circumstances.

(b) Definitions. For purposes of this
section:

Facility means an institution that
furnishes health care services to inpa-
tients.

Factor means an individual or an or-
ganization, such as a collection agency
or service bureau, that advances money
to a provider for accounts receivable
that the provider has assigned, sold or
transferred to the individual organiza-
tion for an added fee or a deduction of
a portion of the accounts receivable.
Factor does not include a business rep-
resentative as described in paragraph
(f) of this section.

Organized health care delivery system
means a public or private organization
for delivering health services. It in-
cludes, but is not limited to, a clinic, a
group practice prepaid capitation plan,
and a health maintenance organiza-
tion.

(c) State plan requirements. A State
plan must provide that the require-
ments of paragraphs (d) through (h) of
this section are met.

(d) Who may receive payment. Pay-
ment may be made only—

(1) To the provider; or
(2) To the recipient if he is a noncash

recipient eligible to receive the pay-
ment under § 447.25; or

(3) In accordance with paragraphs (e),
(f), and (g) of this section.

(e) Reassignments. Payment may be
made in accordance with a reassign-
ment from the provider to a govern-
ment agency or reassignment by a
court order.

(f) Business agents. Payment may be
made to a business agent, such as a
billing service or an accounting firm,
that furnishes statements and receives
payments in the name of the provider,
if the agent’s compensation for this
service is—

(1) Related to the cost of processing
the billing;

(2) Not related on a percentage or
other basis to the amount that is billed
or collected; and

(3) Not dependent upon the collection
of the payment.

(g) Individual practitioners. Payment
may be made to—

(1) The employer of the practitioner,
if the practitioner is required as a con-
dition of employment to turn over his
fees to the employer;

(2) The facility in which the service
is provided, if the practitioner has a
contract under which the facility sub-
mits the claim; or

(3) A foundation, plan, or similar or-
ganization operating an organized
health care delivery system, if the
practitioner has a contract under
which the organization submits the
claim.

(h) Prohibition of payment to factors.
Payment for any service furnished to a
recipient by a provider may not be
made to or through a factor, either di-
rectly or by power of attorney.

[43 FR 45253, Sept. 29, 1978, as amended at 46
FR 42672, Aug. 24, 1981; 61 FR 38398, July 24,
1996]

§ 447.15 Acceptance of State payment
as payment in full.

A State plan must provide that the
Medicaid agency must limit participa-
tion in the Medicaid program to pro-
viders who accept, as payment in full,
the amounts paid by the agency plus
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any deductible, coinsurance or copay-
ment required by the plan to be paid by
the individual. However, the provider
may not deny services to any eligible
individual on account of the individ-
ual’s inability to pay the cost sharing
amount imposed by the plan in accord-
ance with § 431.55(g) or § 447.53. The pre-
vious sentence does not apply to an in-
dividual who is able to pay. An individ-
ual’s inability to pay does not elimi-
nate his or her liability for the cost
sharing charge.

[50 FR 23013, May 30, 1985]

§ 447.20 Provider restrictions: State
plan requirements.

A State plan must provide for the fol-
lowing:

(a) In the case of an individual who is
eligible for medical assistance under
the plan for service(s) for which a third
party or parties is liable for payment,
if the total amount of the established
liability of the third party or parties
for the service is—

(1) Equal to or greater than the
amount payable under the State plan
(which includes, when applicable, cost-
sharing payments provided for in
§§ 447.53 through 447.56), the provider
furnishing the service to the individual
may not seek to collect from the indi-
vidual (or any financially responsible
relative or representative of that indi-
vidual) any payment amount for that
service; or

(2) Less than the amount payable
under the State plan (including cost
sharing payments set forth in §§ 447.53
through 447.56), the provider furnishing
the service to that individual may col-
lect from the individual (or any finan-
cially responsible relative or represent-
ative of the individual) an amount
which is the lesser of—

(i) Any cost-sharing payment amount
imposed upon the individual under
§§ 447.53 through 447.56; or

(ii) An amount which represents the
difference between the amount payable
under the State plan (which includes,
where applicable, cost-sharing pay-
ments provided for in §§ 447.53 through
447.56) and the total of the established
third party liability for the services.

(b) A provider may not refuse to fur-
nish services covered under the plan to
an individual who is eligible for med-

ical assistance under the plan on ac-
count of a third party’s potential li-
ability for the service(s).

[55 FR 1433, Jan. 16, 1990]

§ 447.21 Reduction of payments to pro-
viders.

If a provider seeks to collect from an
individual (or any financially respon-
sible relative or representative of that
individual) an amount that exceeds an
amount specified under § 447.20(a)—

(a) The Medicaid agency may provide
for a reduction of any payment amount
otherwise due to the provider in addi-
tion to any other sanction available to
the agency; and

(b) The reduction may be equal to up
to three times the amount that the
provider sought to collect in violation
of § 447.20(a).

[55 FR 1433, Jan. 16, 1990]

§ 447.25 Direct payments to certain re-
cipients for physicians’ or dentists’
services.

(a) Basis and purpose. This section
implements section 1905(a) of the Act
by prescribing requirements applicable
to States making direct payments to
certain recipients for physicians’ or
dentists’ services.

(b) State plan requirements. Except for
groups specified in paragraph (c) of this
section, a State may make direct pay-
ments to recipients for physicians’ or
dentists’ services. If it does so, the
State plan must—

(1) Provide for direct payments; and
(2) Specify the conditions under

which payments are made.
(c) Federal financial participation. No

FFP is available in expenditures for di-
rect payment for physicians’ or den-
tists’ services to any recipient—

(1) Who is receiving assistance under
the State’s approved plan under title I,
IV–A, X, XIV or XVI (AABD) of the
Act; or

(2) To whom supplemental security
benefits are being paid under title XVI
of the Act; or

(3) Who is receiving or eligible for a
State supplementary payment or would
be eligible if he were not in a medical
institution, and who is eligible for
Medicaid as a categorically needy re-
cipient.
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